SUBJECT
PLACE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF
INFO.

‘

Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007500230005-8

CLASSIFICATION STCART/CCTITCL-U,5. OFFICIALS ONLY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT N(

éNF‘@ﬂ; ATION REPORT opno

25X1A

USSR JATE DISTR. 13 March 1951

Urban and Rural Living and Working Conditions NO. OF PAGES é
in the Lithuanian SSR

25X1A NO. OF ENCLS.

{LISTED BELOW)

SUPPLEMENT TO
25X1X REPORT NO.

COANIAN N _oALIDNE I} L0803 SATORIC S8 INAIRIATIV ATIARVRAS AC ACBITONT

30

lto

Urban Living and “orking Conditions

General Conditions

The living conditiocns of people in the towns of the Lithuanian SSR are, on
the whole, fairly tolerable, Compared with independent Lithuania, however,
the standard of living and the quality of gcods is lower, although it is
possible to buy any article desired in the shops,

Cars can be bought only in Minsk or Riga, not in Lithuania itself, but
there are many more cars to be seen in Lithuania now than before the war,
vany members of the privileged class own cars, mostly the :loskvich. To own
a Pobeda attracts a good deal of attention,

Townspeople are not badly dressed, Cloth is imported mostly from elsewhere
in the USSR, including the Latvian 3SR, Poland, or Czechoslovakia, and is
of medium quality. To get a good suit, one must buy the material at the
tailors's artel (guild) - in Kaunas there is one called Danda - and have it
made to order. There are also individual tailors who work unofficially
because they cannot pay the very heavy taxes. As they are always afraid of
beirg denounced, they must choose their clients very carefully., The same
applies to shoemakers, It is possible to buy good shirts, wven silk ones,
in the shops.

Prices

The food townspeople have now is worse, on the whole, than before the war,
but if one has encugh money, one can buy anything one wants in the food
shops. Onlv supar is scarce, and one must queue for it, The peasants
bring their produce to the towns for sale but are permitted to do this only
after fulfilling their compulsory deliveries to the State, In consequence,
they are forbidden to market their produce during certain periods of the
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year, At such times there are, for example, no potatoes for =ale in the
towns, but the townspeople go to the villuges themselves and buy what
they want, Butter, milk, cheese, and bacon are always brought to market.

In Kaunas all tue food shops are nationalized, and are numbered instead

o! named, The same aprlies tc restaurants. Anyone can go to a restsurant

aad order a mezl; a dinner costs approximately niane ruries, The restaurants,
cafes, and beer halls are always full., They are frequented mostly by
ajninistration officials. Townspeorle drink as much asz they did before the
war. The best resteurants have orchestras; the former Metropol and Versailles
restaurants in Kaunas 2re quite lwxurious and very expensive.

The following are s few food and drink prices prevailing in the Lithuanian
SSR in July 1950:

Rubles
Milk (1 liter)oooooaoocv.\oosna 2n50
Butter', per ‘Kgocoaooooc:oonoo &0
Bread, black, per kgecosccocoo 1.50
Sugar, per kgcnoaonaoaooooona 12-1%
Bacon {pork lard) per kg..... =45
Meat, beef, per Kgooocccseosn 8
MEat, pOrk, pe!‘ k{;uaoooeuocoo 12
Beer, per botilececosccoosoons 4,20
Sehnapns, per liter.o ... s..n00 50-60
Lique:r, per nottlecscsocsono 120

The following are a few prices [ seneral items prevailing in the ILithvanian
S8R in July 1950:
Subles
L'igwrettes (one pack)moaoonooonuav:aa a0 1,502,000
Gloves {lsather, 1ineg .u.ccnoosoosass 150
Floves (motoreyclistis}ecvosnsvonsooae 120
ThirbSoncacnconnoovnoccsoosncoescosars 120=150
Cloth for a suit, per meter.osconcocss 100=450
Cost of tailoring z suit (payment
o the tailors? artellcouscoscsccssnons 200
A suit made to order {(privately)...... 500=1500-1700
Thous (from Czechoslovakia)ecsuonssssn 300=320
Fountain pen (poor quality).coooscocs, &0
Jan's wabch; Pobeda.. sosrososnvooonce 400=450
lLady's watch, Zve¥ii. cionanseosavescoa 400
Bicycleuoa-)oaaoaenuoooonc-nnnoarw:ro Tew g 14»00*500
Hotorey 18o aconoconssconnssossancanna f=5,000
Hoskvich car (resembles an Opel).,c... 9,000
Pobeda car (resembles Chevrolet)ooo.,. 15,000

Ya’gs and ‘alaries

The following are a few of
ew of the rates of pay prevailing in t}
I : f : erevailing in t
Lithuanian SSR in July 1950: v P 2 ne
) AUOLEE PEr ol
YWorker, skille@.,coocuo0nucanonorsassa 500600
tiorker, wneliiled : sssoswecas o aboTOXimately 400
- N N - Pa T
klerk:avacﬂuo oruensoenoscesveans raasa ADPrOXimALely 500
Factory mansager.ossusesosncnsvassanse u  LoH30
DOCHLOP . cnnnucnwnnsinnconncinarnnnsna s HON=EO0
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Dentistococesscrosoocossssoeccesennscoonn  6OO

Actor (gaod.)ooaoouwaeaaaanuooceaocs.unooc‘ 19500‘“3p0m
Teacher (primary S6ho0lje..eeseoccoceacce 600
Teacher (secondary school with

28-30 lessons per week)..cccocesssoscscco 1,400
Director of secondary s€hoolscaseccecssco  Up to 1,500
University professorcscossesesssccscssace  2,000-3,000
Member of Academy of Sclence.scoccscsscse 10,000
President of Academy of Science

(Px‘of, Matulis)nosoooooncaooaooonuoasoooe 30,000
Deputy FPresident of icademy of Science

(?!‘ofq Ziugzda)ecaooooooanooaaonooooo(naoa 259%
Iresident of the lispublie

(Jo P&leckis)o000600005004-:»00buooeacoooo 203000
dinisters of the Tepuhlic ......icvvecsew  103,000-15,000

It is generally recognized that dociors and dentists receive very low sal-
aries, and there was %alk of aiosetition's being draws up askine xoé’improveﬂ
rates, Joctors can practice privaiely, but only aiv.r btaeir WOYKINE Hours
ir the bhospitals ¢» Ciipiss,

The exceptionally high salaries paid to the President ana venuty President
of the Academy of 3cience are considered by “good" Lithuanians s evidence
that they have "sold tnemselves entirely’is the Soviets; who need them

“to falsify Lithuanian scisace, iiterature, history, etc.™ This applies
perticularly, it is said, to Prof. J. Zlugzda, but not Lo the Secretary

3

of the Academy, Prof. Bieliukss, who is recarded as a good patriot.

Housing and Fuel

£11 larger houses (from 280-300 sq m) have been nationalized. The rent
fer apartments in such buildings, congisting of 3 rooms, kitchen, bath and
toilet, is 40-70 rubles por month, Administration officials and workers
can ret such apartments through official channels, Apartments in private
1DUses ire more expensive. Ior example, an apartment of two rooms and
kitchen, without bath and foilet, costs 120 rusles ver moath. The higher
administrative and Paity officials live ouite luxuriously, but there are no
special shops for them with lower prices, There is, as yet, no special
tendency to infiltrate strangers intc one's apartment or family,

Fuel for domestic heating, suzh rs cogl,; wood, nnd briquettes, can be
purchased as required from the Stale stores. Firewood costa appreximately
50=-55 rubles per cubie meter, Same cificials, for exemple, railway
officials, can buy cozl ot reduced prises: approximately three rubles per
centner {1 ceniner 50 kgs).

‘orking Condition~

The pressnt standarc of living of workers in the lithmanian SR is lower
than before the war; ' ey work eight hours s day, six days a wesk.

Overtime is also peid. Administration workers also work an elght-hour
sin-day week. ‘lost of ihe officials are new, but some of the old ones
hove been rctained. The stondard requived for aceepbonce az an administen-
tion official is very low. These officials can not be sccused of
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opportunism any more than ordinary workers; most of the people mechanically
do a2s they are told, and very few are anxious tc advance themselves by
means of the "Party Line?, All aduinistration officials are obliged to
attend courses on the history of the Communist Party and to pass the
exzninations,

1.i.' Nearly all the old factories in Kaunas have been rebuilt and are again in cper-
ation, such as Inkaras Rubber “orks, Drobe Clothing Factory, Neris lletal ‘orks,
among others, and the large stockyards and meat-processing plant iaistas (the
old name has been retained) which was destroyed during the war, Only small
worksheps or repair shops such as those in Lukso Street in Kaunas still remain
in private hands, Thers do not appear to be z2ny nsw factorics bullt since the

-y . {owar,

15. Discipline in the Pactories is exceedingly severe. If a worker is “ate or
takes a day off without justification, he is penalized or dismissed. There
are Sc many propsgan ‘s lectures and wectings for the workers to attend
that it would sewm as though the resl inhention is ¢~ leave them no free
time at all in which to think for themselves,

14. There is no sabotaze in the factories. People are so afraid of the securlty
police that they do znobt think of doing any sabotage or of engaging in uny
subversive activities., If something happens in a factory, even without any
intention of sabotu~:, those suspectod of beint resronsible are arresied
immediately. For instance, at the Petrasiunai Ilectric Power Station a
storzhouse was burned down ond the watchman, who was completely innocent,
was arrested and released only after more than six uonths,

17. On the whole, the workers are not sstisfied with the present situation; the
personalities mty have chanzed, but the bosses and "overlords” are still
there, and, compared wilh pre-war -‘ays, the positi-n of the workers has
zrown worse, It is only the privileped few and the careerists who “have
zrrived” who feel hapry, Should there “e » wevnintion, the g eat mojor’ty
of the workers would turn sgeinet the Communists,

Preduction Figures

1&. In 1950, statisties of all industries were published to commsmorate the
10tk Amniversary of ‘ovist lLithmanis, in order to show the “enormous" rise
in production compared with 1939, 7The official statistics do not correspond
with the facts; but ne one Jares to tell the real truth, The industrial
managers are compeiled to present wrong figures and powerless to uct
otherwise. For ex.zrie, it vmas officially stabted that production of the
dairy industry in 1950 was {ive times higher than in 1939, wheress,
according to reliahle information given by 2 responsible man in the industry,
wilk production was, in facht, only half that of 193G.

5 ral siving and “'erking Conditions

Collectivization

v
3

Collectivization 35 regarded by the veople as the greatest calamity for

the Lithuanian peasants. The propacanda for it was started on a larger
ceale in 1948, and it was carried out with the grestest drive during 1249,
In 19553, it wes somevhat slowed dowm. On the average, about 22 per cent

of the peasants have nlready been ferced to jcin the collective farms, al-
though in the ¥ilnius regica it is only sbout 35 psr cent; i some districts
it is up to 100 pexr cent.

2C, Collectivization was " ;repared " psychologically by the deportations in

13&8 and 1949; which mainly involved tiue peasants., The methods used to force
toen U0 Jeoin the collective Jarms were propagsada and direct threats of

by
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arrest or deportation; heavy taxes wrmre imposed, and when these were paid
fresh onss were levied, The small-holder who has a 15 hectare farm must puy
a yearly tex of 12,000 rubles in addition to his compulsorv delivery of
agricultural rroduce. On the obther hand, the farmer vho joins the collective
faras receives help and privileges from the Soviets, znd pays lower taxes
bzcause he is covered by a system of taxation which is quite different %

The first to be forced to join the cocllective farms wure “he village headmen
and the compara’.lvely prosperous farmers, The rich farmers wsre simply
proclaimed kulsks and evicted, and their only chence of svoiding deportation
was Lo uove to the towns and find werk. However, many were, in fact, deporised,
fany of their farms are still wicccupied and now derelict; neighbors have
reuoved windows and doers, and the fields lie fallow.

uembers of the collective farms are given small plots of land for their own
use, and they are alloved to keep cows and goris, but not horses, They nust
feed their cattle from their own rescurces, The vrivate owner of a cow,
however, must pay 300 rubles and deliver to tne State 100 liters of wille
peT Joar.

r making their compulsory deliveries to the State, the farmers can sell
r surplus produce on the free markets. There arc official prices: those
State pays to the farmers, end unofficial: those the farmer can get on
free market, The official prices are very low, and the quotss to le
delivered are high, Consequently, the surplus that remsins L0 be sold is
not large. The State pays 4-5 rubles per centner to the farmer for his
grain, but bread cests 1,50 rubles per kg, and the black market price for a
centasr of grain is 200 rubles. The offlicial price for potatees is 2 rubles
per centner, and on the black market 40-60 rubles, Besides zrain and
prtatoes, the farmers also hive Lo make delivaries to the "tute of meat,
milk,ond flax, Recently one could easily bw- pigs at 3,000 rubles {weight

3 ceniners), horses at 00 rubles, and cows at 2 000-3,000 rubles.

The chairman of a collective farm is sleeted from among its members; the
lecal Ferty Committes wsually chooses Lhe aandidats for alection, Izperience
has shown that much depends on the ~uality of the sdministwation: in one
instance the farmers wers ouite satisvied and received adsquate pey in rubles
{they sre pald such working dov) snd ia :zeiculturel rroduce al the end of

k year, but there hove heen otuer instunces when bLhey received ncuhing

wse of maladuinistration.

The reaction ¢l the pzriisans apgainst ecollectivizsiion was very strong, and
treir acts of reprisal agninst thosc who juined slowed down the procesa of
:0llectivization for n feuv uonths, Wit could net sbov if,

It is difficult Go assess the results of eollechivization as a vhole,
hacsuse it 1s still in o trensitionsl stawe, Parsers sontinue to live on
their own individual farms, and peychologically they cannot accommodate
themsslves tothe fact that it is comwon land and thot all the catile do not
aelong Lo thew any wore, They behave as if the prop were sL111 their own,
to retain their cvwm horses, Wirvest their hov hogether, ani divide it

rg thamselves, and sc forth,

CLT LT
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2. Tarly in 1949, the ruvor spread that one could walk oub of a collective
farm by applying to the locul administraticn and peying 100 rubles. Some
peasunts in the haunas reglon believed this and acted upon ity they were
&ll deporied in June 1949,

V¥illage Activity

286. Teople in the villages are dressed wuch as they were before, but they are
far worse off since the currency reform. The pcasarts drink as much 2s
they did before the war, but less than during the German occupation. They
produce their own "Schnapps®, the so-cazlled "Samogon®, for thelr own use
ot not for sale, Should the militia find a botile destined for saie, the
penalty is one year's imprisorment; and,if a still is discovered; the sen-
tence is five years,

29. Until 1949, political vropzganda among the peasants was weak, but it has
been intensified sin 2 then, For this purpose, teachers "artvs members )
from the towns are used., and there is also a srstem of ercﬂ‘ e of colleciive
farms by towm offices, farctories, secondary schncols, universities o etcuy
but u':twl now much of this ie still rro forma,
Forests

3C. There has been very large scele cubting down in the forests, hut this has
now somewhat abated, Frienai forest has suffered exiensively.

25X1A Comuent: As a matier of fact, Lhe kolkhoz farmer pays 1o taxes in

money or in agricultural produce on what he earns throuzh the collective
farm; ho is taxed on his earnings from privately owned cattle, or from

the y7.121d of the amall piece of land allotted to him for his pcrsonal use,
but only if such earnings exceed 1,200 rubles per  =zar, wheress the
individual farmer who is not n member of & collsctive farmm pays high taxes
cn sverything he earns, S:U'ﬂlaz‘lh the collective farm as o whole is taxed
2t & auch Jower rate than the privately ovmed fawa,
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